The Odyssey
Book 2 
by Homer
Twenty years later….
Odysseus finishes telling his story to the Phaeacians.  He returns home by ship [image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Greek_Galleys.jpg] and speaks to Athena (goddess of Knowledge). [image: http://a66c7b.medialib.glogster.com/media/29/295fd8659c29c7fdd6ad4cc1018c53d382814bc4afbbb64694bd835ba0e1a839/athena-3-jpg.jpg]  She tells him of the situation at home.  Many men think Odysseus is dead and tries to marry his wife, Penelope. [image: http://photos1.blogger.com/blogger/7854/869/320/Helen.jpg]  The men also plan to kill Telemachus, Odysseus’ son before he inherits the land.   Athena gives Odysseus a disguise as a poor old man, [image: http://cultured.com/images/image_files/64/327_o_the_old_beggar.jpg] so he can enter his village.  He immediately goes to see Eumaeus, a pig-herder. [image: http://img1.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20130313004703/kingofdragonpass/images/f/f6/Pig_Herd_Clan.jpg]
	As they eat breakfast, Odysseus’ son, Telemachus [image: http://www.ebsqart.com/Art/Fantasy-Portraits/watercolor-and-gouache/566300/650/650/Telemachus.jpg]comes by, and Athena [image: http://a66c7b.medialib.glogster.com/media/29/295fd8659c29c7fdd6ad4cc1018c53d382814bc4afbbb64694bd835ba0e1a839/athena-3-jpg.jpg] appears to only Odysseus [image: http://cultured.com/images/image_files/64/327_o_the_old_beggar.jpg].   She signals him to walk with her across the yard, and she says to him, 
“Odysseus, tell your son who you really are and plan together how to destroy the men who are trying to take your land and wife, Penelope.”
	Just then, Athena tapped Odysseus with her golden wand [image: http://www.maicar.com/GML/000PhotoArchive/ScenesOdyssey/slides/od323flax.jpg] and he transformed into a young man with fresh cloaks. [image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-BwDtNX-RWkQ/TXfz4f3P12I/AAAAAAAAACU/fplmxWjSpao/s320/odysseus.jpg] Telemachus, [image: http://www.ebsqart.com/Art/Fantasy-Portraits/watercolor-and-gouache/566300/650/650/Telemachus.jpg]who did not see Athena, watched in amazement how his father transformed into the young man Odysseus once was.  In shock, Telemachus asked Odysseus if he was a God, and Odysseus told him he was his father….the one who missed out on his son’s childhood.  Odysseus then began to cry [image: http://cdn.thegloss.com/files/2011/07/dawson-crying.jpg] and embraced his son.   
	Only Telemachus did not believe him.  He accused Odysseus of lying, and claimed that only Gods can transform the way he just did.  Odysseus [image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-BwDtNX-RWkQ/TXfz4f3P12I/AAAAAAAAACU/fplmxWjSpao/s320/odysseus.jpg] explained to Telemachus [image: http://www.ebsqart.com/Art/Fantasy-Portraits/watercolor-and-gouache/566300/650/650/Telemachus.jpg] that it was Athena who changed him.  They then hugged each other [image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ9fyRoNQfFcbPl6L2fs44QfuZqOAa_OVCV_eK5Ct3e-NUMEjXtlQ].   Telemachus asked his father how he came to Ithaca (home), and who brought him.  
Odysseus told Telemachus of the voyage with the Pheaecians, and how they gave him gold and other gifts, which were all kept safe in a cave by the Gods.  He told his son how Athena transformed him into an old man, and how they both must kill the men who are trying to marry Penelope[image: http://photos1.blogger.com/blogger/7854/869/320/Helen.jpg] and take the land. 
Telemachus responded by asking his father how two men can can defeat 52 men from Dulichium with 6 of their armorers; 24 men from Same; 20 from Zacynthus; 12 from Ithaca, our home; and a pair of handymen.  He asked his father to rethink this attempt to win back his land and his wife. 
Odysseus answered with, “ The help of Zeus [image: http://mythofthemonth.com/zeus26B.jpg] and Athena [image: http://a66c7b.medialib.glogster.com/media/29/295fd8659c29c7fdd6ad4cc1018c53d382814bc4afbbb64694bd835ba0e1a839/athena-3-jpg.jpg] will guide us.” 
Telemachus told his father not to depend upon the Gods for help because they have other problems to deal with from all over the world.  
Odyessues continues, “ Zeus and Athena will be there when we need them most.  Your job is to talk with the suitors (men).  The pig-herder  will walk me down a trail [image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-7P2j9QNpibg/U40h5tj5JfI/AAAAAAAAIzA/vgl5ymJbBxM/s1600/photo+10.JPG] and I will be disguised as an old man. [image: http://cultured.com/images/image_files/64/327_o_the_old_beggar.jpg]  If they make fun of my age, Do not get angry; just tell them patiently to stop their joking.   Athena will let me know when I should signal you, and at that point take all of our weapons and armor, and lances [image: http://www.props.eric-hart.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/greek-weapons.png]  that belong to the suitors and store them in our vaulted room. [image: http://www.travel-images.com/pht/switz176.jpg]  When the suitors ask for their armor, you tell them that you wanted to move them away from the smoke in the room.  Tell them also, that if they begin to fight because they are drunk, there will be no weapons to kill each other with.  After you are finished with them, put aside 2 broadswords[image: http://www.preferredarms.com/images/weapons/large/broadswords-single/Nobles-Single-Hand-.jpg] and 2 spears [image: http://img2.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20121209060809/onepiecefanfiction/images/1/13/Yari_Yari_Spear.jpg]for our own use with 2 oxhide shields [image: http://amtwiki.net/amtwiki/images/thumb/6/61/Sheild_example.jpg/180px-Sheild_example.jpg]nearby.  Zeus [image: http://mythofthemonth.com/zeus26B.jpg] and Athena [image: http://a66c7b.medialib.glogster.com/media/29/295fd8659c29c7fdd6ad4cc1018c53d382814bc4afbbb64694bd835ba0e1a839/athena-3-jpg.jpg] will distract them while you do this.  Now this is important….do not tell anyone I am here;  not a single slave, Laertes, Penelope, or even the pig-herder.  You and I alone must learn how the women are corrupted and where to find good men to fight with us, along with the shirkers (find  definition) who do not take you seriously.  
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