The Odyssey
By Homer
“Scylla and Charybdis”
[image: Scylla, the monster sea goddess | Greek vase, Paestan red figure calyx krater] and [image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT0yeq6iOzQgYuDZ0HPB5yUB9UwR_RoAVp7v8lh-YDkciR6Xqeyvg]

Lines 756-765 (Odysseus speaking)
As we sailed on and the island disappeared, we saw smoke [image: Black Smoke and Fire Rises] and white water, with the sound of waves.
  [image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT-Fxyb3-FXHnxzdYwYzO0mBAyNXv_5oepk1MdsQB2FszhUyN2bBQ] The men heard a sound that terrified them. The men lost their oars and the ship lost control.  [image: http://www.secondshoutout.com/sites/default/files/products/set-2-boat-oars.jpg]I walked back and forth from the back of the ship to the front.  I then spoke to my men. 




Lines 766-781
Friends, we have already been in danger before this….is it more fearsome than when the Cyclops[image: cyclops-02] trapped us in his cave? How powerful was he?! I remained calm, though and found a way out of that danger!  Keep your heads up friends!
Let us get back our oars, [image: http://www.secondshoutout.com/sites/default/files/products/set-2-boat-oars.jpg] and work hard to get out of these waves[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT-Fxyb3-FXHnxzdYwYzO0mBAyNXv_5oepk1MdsQB2FszhUyN2bBQ]  
Zeus, help us pull away before we drown.  YOU, (talking to one man) listen to what I say! Keep the ship out of the waves that crash down on the shore or we will all drown! 
Lines 783-881
My crew did nothing.  And as we moved on towards Scylla[image: Scylla, the monster sea goddess | Greek vase, Paestan red figure calyx krater], I said no more.  My men could do nothing about it anyway.  Earlier, Circe[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR3wS_rZB6B9pvsW1lPcloaxfDPJwU1-6lt4EsJHfueg5UKUmNv1Z9WtmHj] had told me to not use my armor, [image: http://bottega.avalonceltic.com/rep_immagini/prod/completo_greco.jpg] but I tied it on anyway.  I grabbed two heavy spears.[image: http://www.spirithalloween.com/images/spirit/products/interactivezoom/processed/07093081.interactive.a.jpg]I tried to look for her, but I could not see her anywhere.  All of a sudden, Scylla is on one side of our ship, [image: Scylla, the monster sea goddess | Greek vase, Paestan red figure calyx krater] and Charybdis is on the other. [image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT0yeq6iOzQgYuDZ0HPB5yUB9UwR_RoAVp7v8lh-YDkciR6Xqeyvg]  She vomited boiling sea water [image: http://f3nation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/boiling-water.jpg] up onto our ship, and saw a large violent whirlpool begin all around us.  [image: http://sednacruises.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/maelstron.jpg]

Lines 810-827
As Charybdis began her whirlpool, Scylla made her strike.  She took six of my men.  [image: http://dts4h52y4acn7.cloudfront.net/0613246272161004A44F83FFB656013Af.png]  Scylla ate my men as they shrieked, and she reached for me.  
I felt horrible for my men as I saw them ripped to pieces.  We continued to row on, and finally,  Scylla and Charybdis were far behind us.  
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