The Odyssey
By Homer
“The Challenge”

	The suitors urged Penelope [image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR98FB7RbNdv3PcSRSyrgaQvKfwaPKY1-_uxA2UeBB4uZ5nCHLO] to choose a husband to marry, so Penelope created 
a challenge.  She told them that she will marry the one man who can string Odysseus’ 
bow [image: https://www.huntersfriend.com/2014_Bear_Grizzly_RTS_Traditional_Bow_Package/bear_grizzly_recurve_bow_jumbo.jpg]and shoot an arrow[image: http://media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com/originals/d2/54/aa/d254aa986eb45015422cd7d3f371ca4e.jpg] through 12 axhandle sockets. [image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-zc741Px0U9c/Td0oEdSC_lI/AAAAAAAAAo0/TCqARCvByGo/s1600/ax%2B003.JPG]

	After all of the suitors tried and failed, Odysseus [image: http://cultured.com/images/image_files/64/327_o_the_old_beggar.jpg] still disguised as an old man, asked for a try.  The other suitors commented on the way he handled the bow, [image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRMR21QzJflOstvMKUbOOKQqNtIupfYFUv2LJOEXXx96Wtu3nG0]which of course, they did not know belonged to him in the first place.  They said, “Look how he handles that bow!  He must have one like it at home!” 

Odysseus set the arrow onto the string (nocked) and pulled back.  He released, and the arrow zoomed through the air through every socket [image: http://www.misshannigan.com/Genre/mythology/challange_files/image002.jpg].  
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